
Crafting Endings 

“I look for books that show students that there are different ways to 
end stories.  I want students to make a conscious decision about how 
they are going to leave their reader at the end of their writing – with 
circular, surprise, emotional, connect title, or ambiguous ending”.  
Jennifer Allen 

The Summer My Father Was Ten, Pat Brisson 
 

Ducky, Eve Bunting 
 

The Wednesday Surprise, Eve Bunting 
 

The Stories Julian Tells, Ann Cameron 
 

Click, Clack, Moo:  Cows that Type, Doreen 
Cronin 
 

The Artist and the Architect, Demi 
 

The Spider and the Fly, Tony DiTerlizzi 
 

Olivia…and the Missing Toy, Ian Falconer 
 

Grandpa Never Lies, Ralph Fletcher 
 

Fig Pudding, Ralph Fletcher 
 

Wilfrid Gordon McDonald Partridge, Mem Fox 
 

Pirate Girl, Cornelia Funke 
 

Teammates, Peter Golenbock 
 

A Story for Bear, Dennis Haseley 
 

Hey, Little Ant, Phillip Hoose 
 

A Sound Like Someone Trying Not to Make a 
Sound, John Irving 
 

Insects Are My Life, Megan McDonald 
 

Just Dog, Hiawyn Oram 
 

Dory Story, Jerry Pallotta 
 

The Paperboy, Dav Pikley 
 

Rosebud and Red Flannel, Ethel Pochocki 
 

Slithery Jake, Rose-Marie Provencher 
 

Rapunzel: A Groovy Fairy Tale, Lynn Roberts 
 

Silver Packages: An Appalachian Christmas 
Story, Cynthia Rylant 
 

When I Was Young in the Mountains, Cynthia 
Rylant 
 

Grandfather’s Journey, Allen Say 
 

Sea Gifts, George Shannon 
 

The Giving Tree, Shel Silverstein 
 

Sophie’s Masterpiece, Eileen Spinelli The Sweetest Fig, Chris Van Allsburg 



The Widow’s Broom, Chris Van Allsburg 
 

Just a Dream, Chris Van Allsburg 
 

The Wretched Stone, Chris Van Allsburg 
 

Jumanji, Chris Van Allsburg 
 

The Garden of Abdul Gasazi, Chris Van 
Allsburg 
 

Going on Home Soon, Jacqueline Woodson 
 

The Other Side, Jacqueline Woodson 
 

 

 


